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HOLY WEEK 
 

Holy Week is magnificent, challenging, powerful, exhausting, 
intriguing and utterly remarkable. Each year we dive out of our own 
space and time to be immersed in the great events of salvation – 
not as a memory or a story, but as a reality which changes our 
lives and world in a way beyond imagining. Much of this is 
achieved through the celebration of the liturgy. 
 

EASTER TRIDUUM 
 

The three days (‘Triduum’) of THURSDAY, FRIDAY and 
SATURDAY, are the climax of the whole Christian year – the 
celebration of the paschal mystery. 
The Jewish Pasch or Passover from slavery in Egypt to freedom in 
the Promised Land anticipated and prefigured our Passover from 
the darkness and slavery of sin to the light of new life in Christ. 
The three days make up one single celebration of our one 
Passover from death to life. Each day we focus on a different 
aspect of that one Passover. 
 

THE LITURGIES 
 

On THURSDAY we celebrate the signs of the new covenant – the 
sacraments. We celebrate especially the Eucharist in which Christ 
gives himself for us: ‘This is my body which will be given up for 
you.’ The sacrifice of the ‘new and eternal covenant’ between God 
and his people. But also, since liturgy must flow out of and into life, 
we celebrate and show our love for others. The love we show is a 
sign of the covenant of love between us and God. 
 

On FRIDAY we celebrate Christ as our Paschal Lamb who takes 
away the sin of the world. 
 

On HOLY SATURDAY NIGHT – the most important moment of the 
year – we celebrate the fulfilment of Christ’s Passover from death 
to life and our Passover with him to new life. 
 
The liturgy of the Triduum is the way we celebrate publicly the 
Easter Mystery. It commemorates not only the historical events but 
celebrates and makes present their saving effect for us in our 
parish in 2021 
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HOLY THURSDAY 
EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 
On HOLY THURSDAY EVENING, as a parish family, we 
meet at sunset to celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 
This happens because it is the normal way a family lives, 
shares and celebrates! Tonight’s liturgy explicitly expects 
this sense of family – 
The Opening Prayer says: 

‘God our Father, we are gathered here 
 to share in the supper 

 which your only Son left his Church  
to reveal his love………  

We pray that in this Eucharist 
we may find fullness of love and life.’ 

Tonight’s liturgy celebrates Christ’s and our sharing of life 
and love. Until we have done that sharing of life and love, 
our liturgy will remain superficial. 
In the Gospel we shall hear John’s account of the Last 
Supper. He does not mention the bread and wine. Instead 
he, and he alone, tells how Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples and said: ‘I have given you an example so that 
you may copy what I have done to you.’ This and the 
ceremony of the washing of the feet, teaches us that 
Eucharist (a word which means thanksgiving) must mean 
giving by continuing Christ’s ministry of service, giving up 
our lives in memory of him: ‘This is my body given for 
you…do this in memory of me.’ Do what? Make Eucharist: 
bread and wine and: ‘Love one another as I have loved 
you’, in memory of him.  
The Holy Oils, blessed at the Chrism Mass in the 
Cathedral by Archbishop George Stack, are given a 
special place in our Holy Thursday Mass. The sacraments 
in which the oils are used, together with our lives of 
service, are the signs of the New Covenant of love 
established in and through Christ, the signs that the 
covenant continues (is remembered) in our parish today. 



 4 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
 
Faith, hope and love, 
these three shall remain, 
but the greatest of all is love. 
 
On the night of his betrayal, 
Jesus took a towel and water, 
washed the feet of his disciples. 
Faithful and betrayer likewise, 
this is how God loves. 
 
Jesus came to Simon Peter,  
Peter could not understand him; 
said that Jesus was his master 
“And a master should not do this, 
only servants kneel.” 
 
Jesus said” Unless I wash you, 
you will have no place beside me; 
now you do not see the reason, 
Later you will understand me, 
why I choose to kneel.” 
 
Love is patient, love is kindly; 
never envious or boasting; 
love lays down its life for others; 
this is what the master taught us 
when he washed our feet. 
 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Canon John: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
   and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen: 
 
Canon John: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And with your spirit. 
 
PENITENTIAL ACT 
Canon John: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our 

sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the 
sacred mysteries. 

  



 5 

I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
(and, striking their breast, they say:) 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
Canon John: May almighty God have mercy on us, 
   forgive us our sins, 
   and bring us to everlasting life. 
Congregation: Amen.  
 
 
Lord have mercy 
Christ have mercy 
Lord have mercy 
 
GLORIA  
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good 
will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, you take way the sins of the world, have mercy 
on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer, you 
are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen              
 
 
THE COLLECT 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF EXODUS:    
Instructions concerning the Passover meal.12:1-8, 11-14. 
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Ps 115 
  
Response 
The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ 
 
A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF  
ST. PAUL TO THE CORINTHIANS:  
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are proclaiming the 
death of the Lord.  11:23-26. 
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 
I give you a new commandment; 
love one another just as I have loved you, says the Lord. 
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus! 
 
GOSPEL READING  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
.          
               
 
THE HOMILY 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
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Offertory Hymn  
 
From heaven you came helpless babe, 
entered our world, your glory veiled, 
not to be served but to serve, 
and give your life that we might live. 
 
This is our God, the Servant King, 
he calls us now to follow him, 
to bring our lives as a daily offering 
of worship to the Servant King. 
 
There in the garden of tears 
my heavy load he chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow was torn, 
‘Yet not my will but yours,’ he said. 
This is our God………. 
 
Come see his hands and his feet, 
the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
hands that flung stars into space 
to cruel nails surrendered. 
This is our God………. 
 
So let us learn how to serve 
and in our lives enthrone him,  
each other’s needs to prefer, 
for it is Christ we’re serving. 
This is our God………. Graham  Kendrick © Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 
 
 
 THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
Canon John: Pray brothers and sisters, 

that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father. 
 

Congregation: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good 
and the good of all his holy Church. 
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PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Canon John: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And with your spirit. 
Canon John: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Canon John: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right and just. 
 
: 
HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he, who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.       Graduale Romanum 
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
 
When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your 
death, O Lord, until you come again. 
                                                                               Gradule Romanum 
 
 
AMEN (sung) 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
Canon John: At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 
 

Congregation: Our Father…….. 
 
Canon John: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
   graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may always be free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
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and the coming of our Saviour,  
Jesus Christ. 
 

Congregation: For the kingdom, 
   the power and the glory are yours 
   now and for ever. 
 
Canon John: Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 
look not on our sins, 
but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity 
in accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
Canon John: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
Congregation: And with your spirit. 
 
Canon John: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
 
 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 
us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on 
us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 10 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Canon John: Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of  
the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb 
 

Congregation: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof,  
but only say the word  
and my soul shall be healed. 
 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
Bread of life, truth eternal, 
broken now to set us free, 
the risen Christ, his saving power, 
is here in bread and wine for me. 
 
Lord, I know I am not worthy to receive you. 
You speak the words and I am healed. 
Here at your table, love’s mystery, 
one bread, one cup, one family. 
Bread of life………. 
 
Lord, by your cross you reconciled us to the Father. 
We have only to believe. 
Your sacrifice, our victory; 
now by your blood we are redeemed. 
Bread of life………. 
 
 
 
Lord, you gave your people manna in the desert; 
still you fulfil our every need. 
Lord when we hunger, Lord when we thirst, 
we come to you and we receive 
the bread of life…………        © 1995 CJM Music Ltd 

---------- 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
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GOOD FRIDAY 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION 
 
 
 
THE SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS  
 
 
 

THE ADORATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
 
Canon John: Behold the wood of the Cross, on which hung the 

salvation of the world. 
Congregation: Come, let us adore. 
 
 
HYMN:  
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride 
 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
Save in the death of Christ, my God 
All the vain things that charm me most 
I sacrifice them to His blood 
 
See, from His head, His hands, His feet 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine 
That were a present far too small 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all 
 

 
SOLEMN STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
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HOLY SATURDAY NIGHT 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL 
 

TONIGHT WE CELEBRATE  
OUR PASSOVER WITH CHRIST 
- FROM DARKNESS INTO LIGHT 
- FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE! 

In the light of the Paschal Candle, God’s Word helps us 
recall how, from creation to re-creation in Christ, God 
saves us. 
By the BAPTISMAL SYMBOLS OF LIGHT AND WATER, 
and by the EUCHARISTIC SYMBOLS OF BREAD AND 
WINE, we shall dramatically proclaim the Mystery of Faith: 

We proclaim your death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  

until you come again. 
 
 

THE SOLEMN BEGINNING OF THE VIGIL 
Canon John: The Light of Christ 
Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING:  
God saw all that he had made and indeed it was very good.  Gen: 1:1-2:2 
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth 
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PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
Almighty ever-living God, 
who are wonderful in the ordering of all your works, 
may those you have redeemed understand 
that there exists nothing more marvellous 
than the world’s creation in the beginning 
except that, at the end of the ages, 
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. 
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
SECOND READING:  
The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.  Gen: 22:1-18 
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 15  
Response: Preserve me God, I take refuge in you. 
 
 
Prayer 
Let us pray. 
O God, supreme Father of the faithful, 
who increase the children of your promise 
by pouring out the grace of adoption 
throughout the whole world 
and who through the Paschal Mystery 
make your servant Abraham father of nations, 
as once you swore, 
grant, we pray, 
that your peoples may enter worthily 
into the grace to which you call them. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THIRD READING:  
The sons of Israel went on dry ground right into the sea.     Exodus 14:15-15:1 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM   
Response: I will sing to the Lord, glorious his triumph 
. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, whose ancient wonders 
remain undimmed in splendour even in our day, 
for what you once bestowed on a single people, 
freeing them from Pharaoh’s persecution 
by the power of your right hand 
now you bring about as the salvation of the nations 
through the waters of rebirth, 
grant, we pray, that the whole world 
may become children of Abraham 
and inherit the dignity of Israel’s birthright. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
After the last reading from the Old Testament, the Gloria is sung while the bell 
is rung. 
 
 
GLORIA  
 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good 
will.  We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 
the Father, you take way the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer, you are 
seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.   
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For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen             
 
COLLECT 
 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT READING:  
Christ having been raised from the dead, will never die again.  Romans 6:3-11 
 
Reader:  The word of the Lord. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Canon John: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
 
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When the sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome, bought spices with which to go and anoint 
him. And very early in the morning on the first day of the week they 
went to the tomb, just as the sun was rising. 

  They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ But when they looked 
they could see that the stone – which was very big – had already 
been rolled back. On entering the tomb they saw a young man in a 
white robe seated on the right-hand side, and they were struck with 
amazement. But he said to them, ‘There is no need for alarm. You 
are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: he has risen, 
he is not here. See, here is the place where they laid him. But you 
must go and tell his disciples and Peter, “He is going before you to 
Galilee; it is there you will see him, just as he told you.”’ 
   
Canon John: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
Congregation: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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HOMILY 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE WATER 
Canon John: O God, who by invisible power 
   accomplish a wondrous effect 
   through sacramental signs 
   and who in many ways have prepared water,  
   your creation, to show forth the grace of Baptism; 
 
   O God, whose Spirit 
   in the first moments of the world’s creation 
   hovered over the waters, 
   so that the very substance of water   
   would even then take to itself the power to  
   sanctify; 
 
                           O God, who by the outpouring of the flood 
   foreshadowed regeneration, 
   so that from the mystery of one and the same  
   element of water 
   would come an end to vice and a beginning of 
   virtue; 
 
   O God, who caused the children of Abraham 
   to pass dry-shod through the Red Sea, 
   so that the chosen people, 
   set free from slavery to Pharaoh, 
   would prefigure the people of the baptised; 
 
   O God, whose Son, 
   baptised by John in the waters of the Jordan, 
   was anointed with the Holy Spirit, 
   and as he hung upon the Cross,  
   gave forth water from his side along with blood, 
   and after his Resurrection, commanded his  
   disciples: 
   “Go forth, teach all nations, baptising them in the 
   name of the Father and of the Son and of the  
   Holy Spirit”, 
   look now, we pray, upon the face of your Church 
   and graciously unseal for her the fountain of  
   Baptism. 



 17 

                            May this water receive by the Holy Spirit  
   the grace of your Only Begotten Son, 
   so that human nature, created in your image 
   and washed clean through the Sacrament of  
   Baptism from all the squalor of the life of old, 
   may be found worthy to rise to the life of newborn 
   children through water and the Holy Spirit. 
    
The priest lowers the candle into the water three times as he says: 
 

May the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   O Lord, we pray, 
   come down through your Son 
   Into the fullness of this font. 
 
Holding the candle in the water, he continues: 
   So that all who have been buried with Christ 
   by Baptism into death 
   may rise again to life with him. 
   Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
   Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen 
 
 
RENUNCIATION OF SIN 
 
Canon John: Dear brother and sisters, through the   
   Paschal Mystery 
   we have been buried with Christ in Baptism,  
   so that we may walk with him in newness of life. 

And so, now that our Lenten observance is 
concluded, let us renew the promises of Holy 
Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and 
his works, and promised to serve God in the holy 
Catholic Church. 
And so I ask you: 
 

Canon John: Do you renounce Satan? 
Congregation: I do. 
 
Canon John: And all his works? 
Congregation: I do. 
Canon John: And all his empty show? 
Congregation: I do.  
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Canon John: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth?  
Congregation: I do. 
Canon John: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 

Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
death and was buried, rose again from the dead 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father? 

Congregation: I do. 
Canon John: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting? 

Congregation: I do. 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 
 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Canon John: Pray brothers and sisters, 

that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father. 

Congregation: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your 
hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good 
and the good of all his holy Church. 
 
 

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Canon John: The Lord be with you. 
Congregation: And with your spirit. 
Canon John: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Canon John: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right and just 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
Holy, holy, holy  
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,  
hosanna, hosanna, in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, in the highest. 
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection 
until you come again. 
 
AMEN 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
Canon John: At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

Congregation: Our Father…….. 
Canon John: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 
   graciously grant peace in our days, 

that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may always be free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Saviour,  
Jesus Christ. 

Congregation: For the kingdom, 
   the power and the glory are yours 
   now and for ever.pg.	19 
Canon John: Lord Jesus Christ, 

who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 
look not on our sins, 
but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity 
in accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 

Congregation: Amen. 
Canon John: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Congregation: And with your spirit. 
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Canon John: Let us offer each other the sign of peace. 
 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on 
us  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on 
us 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Canon John: Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of  
the world. Blessed are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb 

Congregation: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter 
under my roof,  
but only say the word  
and my soul shall be healed. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here; 
come bow before him now, 
with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found, 
we stand on holy ground. 
Be still for the presence of the Lord, 
the Holy One, is here. 
 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around; 
he burns with holy fire, 
with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, 
our radiant King of Light! 
Be still for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around.  
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Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place, 
he comes to cleanse and heal, 
to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him, 
in faith receive from him; 
Be still for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place.      © 1986 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 
PRAYER AFTER COMMNION 

 
THE CONCLUDING RITES 

 
SOLEMN BLESSING 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Canon John: Go in peace, alleluia, alleluia. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
Thine be the glory risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won 
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away 
Kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay 
Thine be the glory risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us risen from the tomb 
Lovingly, He greets us scatters fear and gloom 
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing 
For her Lord now liveth death hath lost its sting 
Thine be the glory risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won 
 
No more we doubt thee Glorious Prince of life 
Life is naught without t+hee aid us in our strife 
Make us more than conquerors through Thy deathless love 
Bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above 
Thine is the glory risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won 
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